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CAST/ICAO Common Taxonomy Team Aviation 
Occurrence Categories
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the Commercial 
Aviation Safety Team (CAST), which includes government officials and 
aviation industry leaders, have jointly chartered the CAST/ICAO Common 
Taxonomy Team (CICTT). CICTT includes experts from several air carriers; 
aircraft manufacturers; engine manufacturers; pilot associations; regulatory 
authorities; transportation safety boards; ICAO; and members from Canada, 
the European Union, France, Italy, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States. CICTT is co-chaired by one representative each from 
ICAO and CAST.

The team is charged with developing common taxonomies and definitions 
for aviation accident and incident reporting systems. Common taxonomies 
and definitions establish a standard industry language, thereby improving 
the quality of information and communication. With this common language, 
the aviation community’s capacity to focus on common safety issues is 
greatly enhanced.

The CICTT Aviation Occurrence Taxonomy is designed to permit an 
assignment of multiple categories as necessary to describe the accident 
or incident. Since 2001, the Safety Indicator Steering Group (SISG)  
has met annually to assign CICTT occurrence categories to the prior  
year’s accidents.

In a separate activity, the CAST assigned each fatal accident to a single 
principal category. Those accident assignments and a brief description  
of the categories are reported in the following chart.

The CAST use of principal categories has been instrumental in focusing 
industry and government efforts and resources on accident prevention. 
Charts using principal categories are used by CAST to identify changes  
to historical risk and to help to determine if the safety enhancements put 
in place are effective.

For a complete description of the categories, 
go to www.intlaviationstandards.org.
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Number of fatal accidents (51 total)

Fatalities by CICTT Aviation Occurrence Categories
Fatal Accidents | Worldwide Commercial Jet Fleet | 2009 through 2018

Note: Principal categories as assigned by CAST.
For a complete description of CAST/ICAO Common Taxonomy Team (CICTT) Aviation Occurrence Categories, go to www.intlaviationstandards.org.

External fatalities (Total 85) 

Onboard fatalities (Total 2447)
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ARC Abnormal Runway Contact

CFIT Controlled Flight Into or Toward Terrain

F-NI Fire/Smoke (Non-Impact)

FUEL Fuel Related

LOC-I Loss of Control – In flight 

MAC Midair/Near Midair Collision

OTHR Other

RAMP Ground Handling

RE Runway Excursion (Takeoff or Landing)

RI-VAP Runway Incursion – Vehicle, Aircraft or Person

SCF-PP System/Component Failure or Malfunction (Powerplant)

UNK Unknown or Undetermined

USOS Undershoot/Overshoot 

SCF-NP System/Component Failure or Malfunction (Non-Powerplant)
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