
Probable Cause

The :Board detenunes that the probable cause of thJ.s mid-air collisi.on
was that the pilots did not Bee each other in t.1meto avoid the collision.
It is not possible to determ:ine 'Why t.he pilots <hd not Bee each other, btrt
the e'Vidence suggests that 1.t resul. ted fran. any one or a combination of the
follonng factors: Intervening clouds reducing tJIDe for v:1sual separati.on,
visual linu.tatJ.ons due to coclqnt visibilJ.ty~ and preoccupation with normal.
cockpit. duties" preoccupat1.OIl W'l.thmatters tmrelated to coclqrl..t duties sueh
as attempting to pronde the passengers ld.th a more scenic view of the Grand
Canyonarea, phYS1.alogicallimits to hunan vision reducing the 'time opportu-
nity to see and avoi.d the other aircraft, or inaufficlency of en route air
traffic advisory information due to inadequacy of 1'acllit1es and lack
of' perscnnel in air 'traffic control.


