Northwest Airlines Flight 255, McDonnell Douglas DC-9-82, N312RC
Relevant Regulation
Part 25 AIRWORTHINESS STANDARDS: TRANSPORT CATEGORY AIRPLANES

Subpart B — Flight
Performance

§ 25.115 Takeoff flight path.
(Amdt. 25-92, Eff. 3/20/1998)

(a) The takeoff flight path shall be considered to begin 35 feet above the takeoff
surface at the end of the takeoff distance determined in accordance with
8§ 25.113(a) or (b), as appropriate for the runway surface condition.

(b) The net takeoff flight path data must be determined so that they represent the
actual takeoff flight paths (determined in accordance with 8 25.111 and with
paragraph (a) of this section) reduced at each point by a gradient of climb equal
to—

(1) 0.8 percent for two-engine airplanes;
(2) 0.9 percent for three-engine airplanes; and
(3) 1.0 percent for four-engine airplanes.

(c) The prescribed reduction in climb gradient may be applied as an equivalent
reduction in acceleration, along that part of the takeoff flight path at which the
airplane is accelerated in level flight.



