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Declme's To lee
Ommgn ﬁn Prmecf ,,

_Dr. John McLucas, admmlstrator of the Federal
 Aviation Administration, - declined to’ express an opinion
yesterday on the chances for federal aid for St. Thomas
airport improvements. =

McLucas met with Virgin Islands pohtlcal and . civic
leaders yesterday for a 1 1/2-hour briefing by engmeels on
the préposed plan for airport facilities, . o

At the end of the briefing, the admm1strator made brief '
remarks to the group in wh1ch he sald that the

. be lookmg closely at the economlcs of the smxatlon
The interisland dispute - over whether to commit
approximately $10 million in local funds for the project
surfaced after McLucas asked if there is local consensus on
the need for the airport.
St. Thomas _Senators Lloyd Wllha.ms and Eric Dawson
both said there is agreement that the improvements are - -

(See PLAN, Page 26)

(Continued-from Page 1) |

needed although they did . say
- there--is some -opposition- on St.
Croix.

Noting that the interisland
commercial rivalry has a 200-year
history, businessman  Isidor
Paiewonsky then pointed to the
territory-wide benefits that would
accrue from airport expansion.

St. Croix businessman Ted

DESCRIBING RUNWAY improvements planned for Truman Au'port is Greiner
Engineering official Richard Houry. Houry was assisted in- presentation to FAA

administrator Dr. John McLucas by Alion Adams Jr— (Daily \T?\—v"s—li]_lbto - Jaffey™

1mportance of the alrport to St
Thomas’ tourism-dependent
economy. : : ' :

With a projection of 200,000
passengers. a year arriving by

1980, © fhe presentation
maintained, a one-runway airport
would be inadequate to handle
the greater number of arrivals and
departures by smallet aircraft
such as'service would demard.
Houry = also said ~ slight

adjustments to the runway plans
had brought a statement from

Dale, a member of the Port
Authority board, then rose to say
that he did not know of “‘a single
Crucian” who is in favor of the
project and said he does not now
intend to vote_for it.
Williams responded by pointing
out that legislation to set aside $2
_million a year for-the project was

“drafted by himself and St. Croix

Sen. Alexander Moorhead, who
voted for it. _

Philip Swatek, regional FAA
director, pointed out that
competition for federal assistance

.be__possible to the - ;
airport because aircraft must have

Eastern Airlines that they would
be able to provide direct service
to and from Miami with their
three-engine, wide-body L-1011
jets. -

Heretofore, it had been felt
that turnaround service

three-engine jumbo jets, such as
the L-1011 and DC-10, would not

a--vertain. amount:.of . raom...ta

maneuver if they lose one éngine

on takeoff.

Such a loss to a three-engine jet
would mean a _Bﬁ_mceanuwer_._

~for airport construction i5 keen
with his anm: office already
besieged by appeals for Atlanta,
Miami. and other southeastom
_cxtles

Richard Houry,

~made the’ pmsentatloﬁ of the.plan: .

| of Gremex'
‘Engineering’.‘Beiendes. - Inie,; -.the
- Port; Authonty‘s consulting . ﬂmm,r

drop while a four-engine plane,
such as a 707 or DC:8, would

experience only a 25 per cent’
loss. - Houry .

or San Juan.k
Rlchard Doumen
the St.’ ‘Thomas;St. John - Hatel:

with.

_proposed .

‘said . “American :
+ - <Aldlinés.still says they will:have to
4 nefuel ‘their D(}eIO _at St Croix -

g pmﬁdent-of?’. !

to’ McLucas, ﬁsalsted by Alfon ..As;aciation -tolds MeLucas that ..

*‘Hdams Jr;

St Uroii‘ ”hoteners havé backed

““ Houty - nt;ted that _projected, .- the . 'proposal: because. of ‘the,

“growth in - air amvals would * overall -good i would do'the hotel r

_mndex+ valueleqs .any. . shuttle.
Service plan, St. Jroix oppc)nents
have suggested hat jet flights'land
at Hamilton Airport with St.

mtiustry in the’ temtoryL . :
He was joined hy Houry and

.Dawson, as well as. George Elbe,

St. Thomas-St. John Cliamber of





