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Rec #: A-83-049  Mode: AVIATION  
NTSB Status: Closed - Acceptable Action  Most Wanted List: No 
Issue date: 7/19/1983 Closed date: 6/12/1984  
Accident Date: 6/2/1983  
Source Event: ACCIDENT Report Number: AAR-84-09  
Location: CINCINNATI Ohio Accident ID: DCA83AA028 

Background Synopsis: 
ON JUNE 2, 1983, AN IN-FLIGHT FIRE OCCURRED ON BOARD AIR CANADA 
FLIGHT 797, AND FOLLOWING AN EMERGENCY LANDING AT THE GREATER 
CINCINNATI AIRPORT, THE CABIN INTERIOR OF THE MCDONNELL DOUGLAS 
DC-9-32 CONTINUED TO BURN. FIVE CREWMEMBERS AND 18 PASSENGERS 
WERE ABLE TO EVACUATE THE BURNING CABIN; THE REMAINING 23 
PASSENGERS DIED IN THE FIRE.         

Recommendation: 
THE NTSB RECOMMENDS THAT THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION: 
ISSUE A MAINTENANCE ALERT BULLETIN TO REQUIRE PRINCIPAL 
MAINTENANCE INSPECTORS TO ASSURE THAT AIRLINES HAVE AN 
ACCEPTABLE PROGRAM (1) FOR THE FREQUENT REMOVAL OF WASTE FROM 
ALL AREAS OF THE LAVATORY WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THOSE 
ENCLOSED AREAS IN AND AROUND THE WASTE RECEPTACLES, AND (2) WHICH 
GIVES SUFFICIENT EMPHASIS TO AREAS SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE 
ACCUMULATION OF FLUIDS IN THE VICINITY OF WIRE HARNESSES AND 
OTHER ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS WHICH CAN CAUSE CORROSION.   

Correspondence: 
Response Date: 10/21/1983 From: Addressee 
Response: 
FAA LETTER: AS MENTIONED IN OUR COMMENT TO RECOMMENDATION A-83-
47, THE FAA'S INVESTIGATION HAS NOT INDICATED THAT A SAFETY PROBLEM 
EXISTS WITH RESPECT TO CORROSION OF THE LAVATORY FLUSHING PUMP 
MOTOR UNITS AND ASSOCIATED WIRING OR DETERIORATION OF THE WIRE 
INSULATION. THEREFORE, REQUIRING AN ADDITIONAL INSPECTION 
PROCEDURE IS NOT CONSIDERED NECESSARY.   

Response Date: 6/12/1984 From: NTSB   
Response: 
General Notice (GENOT) Number 8320.285, Aircraft Lavatory Maintenance/Inspection 
Program, issued by the FAA on July 20, 1983, fulfills the intent of Safety Recommendation 
A-83-49. Therefore, the Safety Board has placed this recommendation in a "Cosed--
Acceptable Action" status.   


